Beta Pi Chapter
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
PA State Organization
Chapter Rules

Article I

Name

Section 1:  The name of the organization shall be the Beta Pi Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, PA State Organization. 
Article II

Objective
Section 1:  The objective of Beta Pi is to promote the Mission, Vision, and Purposes of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International as found in the Constitution, Article II.

Article III

Membership

Section 1:  Eligibility


Women who are employed in or retired from educational work, who deal with the instructional or educational process, may be invited to active membership in the Society.  The word "employed" shall mean employed in an educational position or as a self-employed educator.

Section 2:  Types of Membership

2.1. Active:  An active member shall be a woman who is employed as a professional educator at the time of her election or has been retired from an educational position.  An active member shall participate in the activities of the Society.  An active member shares in financing chapter activities, participates in chapter programs and projects, contributes to committee work, votes, and may hold office.
2.2 Reserve:  Reserve membership shall be granted only to a member who is unable to participate fully in the activities of the chapter because of physical disability and/or geographic location.  Reserve status shall be granted by a majority vote of the chapter.  Reserve members have all the privileges of membership except that of holding office and have no obligations except payment of one half of the International dues plus $1 Scholarship fee which goes to State.  A reserve member, so requesting, shall be restored to active membership.

2.3 Honorary:  An honorary member shall be a woman not eligible for active membership who has rendered notable service to education or to women and is elected to honorary membership in recognition of such service. A one-time fee for publications is paid at the time of initiation by the Chapter.  
Section 3:  Membership Pin


The Keypin is the Emblem of Membership in The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 

At the Initiation the Keypin will be presented as a gift to each new member by the Chapter President indicating mutual acceptance.  Members are expected to wear the pin at every function to symbolize loyalty to the purposes of the Society.

The Keypin is worn in a vertical position over the heart; International, State, and Chapter President pin is worn directly below the Keypin.

Article IV

Officers

Section 1:  The Officers of Beta Pi Chapter shall consist of both elected and appointed officers.  The officers, with the exception of the Treasurer and Parliamentarian, shall be elected by a majority vote of the chapter members present in even numbered years for a two-year biennium.


President


Elected


1st Vice President

Elected


2nd Vice President

Elected


Recording Secretary

Elected


Corresponding Secretary
Elected


Treasurer


Appointed


Parliamentarian

Appointed


Immediate Past President

Section 2:   Nominations for new officers shall take place at the Spring Meeting.  Election and Installation of officers will take place at the last meeting of the year.

Section 3: Duties of Officers
3.1 Chapter President's duties are as follows:  

· act as the Presiding Officer and develop an agenda for each business meeting;
· serve as member ex officio, with vote, on all committees except Nominations;
· appoint standing and special committees;
· approve expenses;
· approve all publications; and,
· take action, with the advice and approval of the Executive Board, on matters that cannot be deferred until the next meeting.

3.2 1st Vice President's duties are
· to preside over meetings in the absence of the President;

· serve as program chair for the Chapter; and,
· other duties as assigned by the President.
3.3 2nd Vice President's duties are 
· serve as membership chair for the Chapter; and,
· other duties as assigned by the President.

3.4 Recording Secretary's duties
· attend all meetings and take minutes;

· distribute meeting minutes after receiving the President's approval; and,
other duties as assigned by the President. 

3.5 Corresponding Secretary's duties
· attend to all Chapter correspondence as directed by the President.

3.6 Treasurer’s duties

· maintain accurate financial records for the Chapter;

· provide a Treasurer's Report at each Executive and Chapter business meeting; and, 
· serve on the Finance Committee.

3.7 Parliamentarian’s duties

· assure the orderly conduct of the agenda during Executive and Chapter business meetings.

Section 4 - Committees

Standing Committees shall include the Executive Board and the following committees:

· Scholarship;

· Finance;

· Membership;

· Community Outreach;

· Nominations; and
· Communications & Publicity.

Ad hoc committees will be established at the direction of the President. 
Article V

Gifts to Members

Section 1:  A dozen Red Roses tied with a gold ribbon will be sent on the death of a Chapter Member.
Section 2:  A donation of $50.00 will be made to a charity designated by the family for a death of a Chapter Member or an immediate family member.  "Immediate family" refers to the spouse or children of a Chapter Member.  If a charity has not been designated, the donation will be sent to the PA State Organization Scholarship Fund in memory of the person.  The Corresponding Secretary will send notification of the donation to the family.
Article VI

Executive Board
Section 1:  The Executive Board of Beta Pi shall consist of all Elected Officers, the Immediate Past President, Treasurer, the Parliamentarian and Committee chairpersons.  Other members may be included at the invitation of the President.

Section 2:  The Executive Board shall select the Treasurer and Parliamentarian for the biennium.

Section 3:  A minimum of two meetings shall be held each year.

Article VII

Meetings

Section 1:  Chapter Meetings are held at least four (4) times each year.  Special meetings, in addition to the required four, may be called by the president.

Section 2:  Three (3) opportunities for professional and personal growth are sponsored by PA  State Organization.  All members are encouraged to attend these events:

· A Development Conference/Seminar, held in a centrally located site, in the spring of even-numbered years; 
· A seminar of professional and personal growth and enrichment held in the fall of even-numbered years; and,  
· A weekend Art Retreat held during the odd-numbered years at a time to be determined by the State Arts Retreat Planning Committee.   
 Section 3:   a.  A PA State Organization Convention is held each year.  Beta Pi budgets the cost of hotel accommodations, meals, registration and mileage at the state’s reimbursement rate for the Chapter President.  However, officers and chapter members are encouraged to attend this conference.  In the event of a co-presidency, meals and registration will be paid for both Chapter Presidents. 


b. A regional convention and international convention are held on alternating years.  Beta Pi budgets, if funds are available, a stipend of $250 for the Chapter President if she plans to attend either or both of these conventions.  
c. First time attendees to State Convention, if funds are available, will be reimbursed a 


shared room expense.

 Section 4:  The Four Chapter Coordinating Council of Southeastern Pennsylvania (SEPA) prepares for the March Brunch and Meeting of the Four Chapters.  The Four Chapters are Beta Alpha, Beta Mu, Beta Omicron, and Beta Pi.  The President, Vice Presidents, and Past President(s) are expected to attend the Brunch and Meeting.  Other chapter members are also encouraged to attend.  SEPA dues shall be budgeted each year.
Section 5:  A quorum shall consist of one-third of the active members of the Chapter. 
Article VIII

Finances
Section 1: Annual Dues shall be required of Active and Reserve members and paid before June 30.  Members will have the ability to pay dues in two payments between March 1 and June 30.  The dues amount is set annually by the Finance Committee and approved by the Executive Committee.  The amount is driven by the dues amounts handed down from the State and International Levels.  

Article IX
Gifts and Grants-in Aid

Section 1:  - The Plantholt Memorial Fund provides gifts to be given to a special needs child/family as approved by the Executive Board.  

Section 2:  The Beta Pi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International provides three awards each year as its budget allows and its membership approves.  Two are for local female high school graduates or graduates recommended by a chapter member.  The applicant must be seeking a professional degree in the field of Education and fulfill the application process.  The Scholarship Committee, using established criteria, will select the recipients from the pool of applicants. 

The third award, after a similar application process, is given to a female college student beginning her student teaching within the next calendar year and selected by the Scholarship Committee.

Section 3:  Other donations to charitable organizations and activities shall be recommended by the Community Outreach Committee to the Executive Board. The Executive Committee shall present its recommendations to the General Membership for a vote.

Article X
Communications/Publications

Section 1:  Beta Pi issues a newsletter at least 3 times per year.  The Newsletter includes information about past events, upcoming events, and the activities of members.  Beta Pi will issue an updated membership list each Fall.
 

Article XI
Dissolution
 

In the event that Chapter membership has declined to the point that officers feel there is a true need to dissolve the Beta Pi Chapter of the PA State Organization, the officers of Beta Pi must obtain the State Organization's approval before taking any action.  Upon dissolution, members of Beta Pi who wish to remain members of DKG and join another chapter will follow the International transfer procedures.  Any and all funds remaining in Chapter accounts will be sent to the PA State Organization’s Treasurer.  The Chapter charter, paraphernalia, and records will be delivered to the State Organization.  

Article XII
Amendments
Section 1:  These Chapter Rules may be added to, altered, modified, or amended from time to time by a vote of the Members, provided that at least ten (10) days before the meeting at which proposed action is to take place, a written notice advising of such action shall have been mailed to each member, or a notice published in the Chapter Newsletter.
Section 2:  All amendments or additions to these Chapter Rules must be approved by a majority vote of the members present at the stated meeting.                                        
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